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traditions have been the same every year:
gathering with family and having dinner, like a

around Christmas time. My first year was
especially hard because Christmas is a national

like any normal day. | felt really lonely.
However, since living in Japan, | have spent 2

Christmas too. Over the past 4 years, | have
adapted my Christmas traditions to include my

sweets for teachers reminds me of =i
baking with my cousins. And | still
decorate a small Christmas tree with §
decorations my mom sent me.

Now, | don’t feel so homesick. Now,
| feel like | have made a new tradition
with my Japan home - Gojome.
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Christmas in Japan has been a personal growing
experience for me. In America, my Christmas -
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party. So, since coming to Japan, | get homesick
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holiday in America, everyone stays home with
their family. In Japan, | go to work and it feels
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Christmases here, and | will stay in Japan this *
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Japanese way of life: on Christmas, | meet with *
my friends and have dinner. Making Christmas
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